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Colonial Craftsmen of Pennsylvania 

REPRODUCTIONS from our early Pennsylvania Newspapers, of 
Advertisements of our Cabinetmakers and Upholsterers, are 
continued in this number. 

As early as 1724 window sashes in this colony were hung with 
weights, sash cord and pulleys, for THOMAS CHALKLEY has them 
for sale. The pulleys, of course, were of wood and the weights of iron. 
An example of this can be seen in Graeme Park, built as a country seat 
by Governor Keith near Philadelphia. Usually only the lower sash 
was hung and the upper sash could be removed entirely if necessary. 

Iron nails were manufactured here in 1731, the early forge 
masters (among the earliest being Rutter and Potts) no doubt supply- 
ing the material. 

As was to be expected, we find numerous advertisements for run- 
away servants and also those having "time for sale" ; the latter being 
a method in frequent use to repay the ship owner or captain for 
their passage over. 

In the advertisement of THOMAS KEWES we find a cut of an 
easy-chair, showing that this type was in use in 1765. 

Mahogany plank to be sold by WILLIAM ALLEN in 1756 and 
by WILLIAM CRISP in 1769 was of two varieties. The heavy type 
seems to have come from St. Domingo and the light from South 
America. 

The name of John Elliot, one of our earliest looking-glass makers, 
is referred to in the advertisement of JEREMIAH CRESSON in 1761. 
More definite data will be published concerning him in a later number 
when our mirror makers are listed. 

The manufacture and hanging of paper was an early industry in 
this city. WHITE and LAWRENCE state, in 1756, that they "Make 
.... all sorts of paper hangings, &c, &c." The surviving partner, 
BLANCH WHITE, in his foot-note, in 1760, shows that he had "A 
few paper hangings." JOHN WEBSTER, in 1767, among other things 
mentions "Rooms hung with paper, chintz, damask or tapestry, &c. ; 
also the best and newest invented Venetian sun-blinds for windows." 
The holders for these Venetian blinds, which were fastened to the 
upper part of the window, were often carved, as shown by some in 
use in Old Swedes or "Gloria Dei" Church in this city. 

Our great Quaker cabinetmaker, WILLIAM SAVERY, is repre- 
sented as a "picker up of unconsidered trifles" in 1750 and 1754. 

American Windsor chairs, we believe, originated in Pennsylvania 
and thence spread to New Jersey and New England, each of which 
developed distinctive types. Of interest in this connection is the notice 
of JOSIAH SHERALD. The specifications for hickory wood and the 
"good clock with a good mahogany case" should interest students of 
this period. 

Alfred Coxe Prime. 
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VERY Good Seafon'd Phie boards and Cedar Shin- 
gles to be fold by Charles Read oppofite to Mr 
Thomas Maflers ac the Corner of the Front and Market 
Streets in Fhiladetpbt.u Where any Perfon may have 
Cocoa Ground, or be fupply'd with right good Chocolate 
Cheap. 

I AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY j 



: 



4-/28/1720 J 



THere is to be Sold at Thomas ChaHter's (tore, Salh* 
Windows ready painted Glaz'dand Hung with the 
Choicef! Lines and Pullies tuft fit to put into Buildings. 

| AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY { 

j 4/30/17^ j 

GOOD Rum, feafooed Pine, Cedar Boards, and Slays 
for Weavers : To be Sold by George Brmmil at the 
South Eafl Corner of the Marker, in Philadelphia. 

\ AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY ] 
9/3C/I7&S | 



GEORGE MEGEE, Nailer. 
AT the Corner of Front-ftreet, in Arch- 

£X ftrect, by the A rch-Wharff; Maketh and lelleth all 
Sorts of Nails, viz.. All Sorts of Deck Nails, Two Shilling, 
Double Tens, Single Tens, all Sorts of Shingle Nails, by 
Wholefale or Retale, at icafonable Kates. 

{ PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE J 
3/16/1731 



L 



GEORGE MEGEE, Nailer, 
AT the Corner of Front-ftreet, in Arch- 
itect, by the Arch-Wbarff ; Maketh and felleth all 
Sorts of Nails, viz,. AH Sorts of Deck Nails, Two Shilling, 
Double Tens, Single Tens, all Sorts of Shingle Nails, by 
Wholefale or Retale, at rekfonable Rates. N. B. They are 
made of this Country Iron. 

j PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE \ 
j Oot-Y t73t | 



/4LL Sorts of Upholsterer's Work, as Beds and 

Sacking-Bottoms, eafy Chairs, Couches, and Seats, as alji 
Spiking, done iy Jofeph Stockdale,- living at the Houfe of Mr. 
Andrew Edge, next Door hut one to the Baprjft-Meeting Houfe, in 
Second-Street. 



t PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE f 
8/»/H39 J 






COLONIAL CRAFTSMEN OF PENNSYLVANIA 

To be SOLD, 

A Servant Lads Time, by Tradeajoy- 
ner, having three Years to ierve, a likely young 
Lad and a Workman, about 21 Years of age; enquire of 
Edward Armellj next Door to John Armed >n Front-facet, 
Philadelphia. 

VEry good Rum and MelloiTes to be 
Sold very rcafonably by Reefe Meridtth. Enquire at 
Andrew Bradford's, at the Sign of the Biblt in Second flrect, 
Philadelphia, 

VEry good well-'feafoned Cedar Boards 
to be Sold rcafonably by Ibomai Beudt. 

I AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY | 
3/II/IT34- j 

TO BE SOLD, 

AT the Houfe of Thomas Suplefori 
Joyner, at the lower end of Second flrml. 
Womens and Girls Stays, Pepper, whit* and brownBucfc 
ram, fundry forts of Silver Orace, light coloured Sewing 
Silk, "Stay Trimings, and fundry forts of Thread, and 
many other forts of Goods too long here to mention, all 
very Cheap for Ready Money. 

I AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 
j^ 6/15/1738 

J^Un away on the 16th of April laft, from 

Brian Wilkinfon, of this city, carver, a ferveo*- 
lad, named John Forder, born in London, about 17 
|tmt» of age : Hid on when he went away, an old 
hat, light coloured cloth jacket, blue under jacket, 
leather breecbee, very greafy, diort black hair, he it 
hud of hearing. Whoever takes up and fecurea the 
laid fervant, fo that his matter may have him again, 
mall have Thirty Shillings reward, and reafonable 
charges, paid by Bar a* WiiKinioic. 

N. B. It ia luppofitd he is lurking about the ootfidt 
of the town. 

I PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE J 
j 5/3/1750 \ 

to be sold, 
On faturday the 20th tnftant, « 4 o'clock in the 
Afternoon, at the fign of rhcConefto** Waggon, in 
market ftrcct, b> public vendue. 

"J"hc Houfe and lot of ground where 

John Freeman, chair maker, now lives, final* 
on the north fide of market ftreet, a little above ilittli 
itr«t, bounded on the ea(t by ground belonging to 
fames Bar nam; on the weft by ground befonging to 
Elizabeth Pafclial i on the north by ground belonging 
to Davis Banett, and on the: fouih by market rtieet 
afortfaid; containing in breadth from eaft to weft 
ievcntetn feet, and in depth from north to foiith one 
hundred lect. 

N. B. There is an alley of 1 feet 8 inch*! taken 
out of the front of fa id lott, which is in common for 
the life of laid honlc, and the tenement adjoining to 
it on tlic weft tide. 

Time win be given on good frairity for the pay* 
nunc of an Hunmed Pounds of the purchafe money 
il required. 

I PENNA. JOURNAL j 
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3* HO MA S H EW E S, 

Upbolfierer, at Jofipb Ogden'i, in Cbeflm'.-fireet, near Setond-ftreer, 
Philadelphia. 

MAKES all forte of upbilflerer'ivinh at the moft reafonable 
ram ; fucb at bedi and ■window turtatni, raff cbairi, touches, 
matrajjii, fealber btdi, fading bottoms, cbair botf.ms, fbip fteols and 
umbrelloei, &c. 1'bofe tvbo are pliafed to favour blm iiirb tbe'.r cu- 
fiom, may depend on being ferwed ivitb tbeutmoji care anddijpatcb, by 
ibeir friend, Tbctf. ThomasHkv.es. 

| PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE \ 

8/21/1755 



THOMAS HE WES, Upholjlerer, 

At Jofeph Oftdei.'l, inChefUut (treet, near Second ftreec, Phi- 
ladelphia ; rmkei aii Sort* of Upholder*!-'* Work, inthe neatest 
and ncwelt Fafhrons, »t Che moft leafonible Prices ; futh as 

BEDS and Window-curtains, eol> Chairs, Couchel, Mottrofj 
either of Hair or Wool, Feather Bedi, Sacking- bottom i. 
Chair-bottoms and Ship-ftoola. 

Thofe that are plcafed to favour him w,th their Cuflom, tniy 
depend oo Ca/c and Difpatch, by their Friend 

Tbt, Thomas Hives. 

{ PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE J 
j 1/3/1760 j 



THOMAS HEWE3, 

UpHOtSTtRfH, 

In CheArvjt firte:, near Second- 

ftrett, PlIII-AtilLfMA, 

MAIL i »H S«rtt of* Vr Hot- 
iTtltl! Wobk, in the 
ntatcft and newe-ft Fa/hion*. at the 
raoft reafcnalrf* Piic<i, lucn a* 
Beds ar.d Window Curtaini, Eafy 
Chain, Couches* MtmiTcs. cither 
of Hair or Wool, Fea:h«r Bed*, 
Sat king Bottoms Chair Bottom* 
and Ship Stood, etc. Sec. 

T u o t e that ate pkafed to fa- 
vour him with their C v a t o m, 
may depend on C a a s snt D i %. 

» A T C H. TtC. 6 W. 

I PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE { 
■ E/I2/.765 | 








THOMAS HEWES 

UPHOLSTSRUB, 

Is removed from Market into 

Ctieftrnit-ftreet, o^pofitc the Three 

Tun Tavern, 

WHERE he continue to 
make and fell, all Sorts 
of Upholder re j Work, in the neat 
eft and ncwelt Fathionj, .it the 
moft rcafonablc i" rices, futh *i 
Bet.* inl Winnow Curtain). Eafy 
Chains, Ocuthe*. MatrafTea, either 
of" Hair or Wccl, feather Bet's, 
Sacking Bottom Chair Bottoms 
and Ship Steele, frc. Ac. 

7 h«fe that are pleafed to favcur 
him with their ''Cuflom. rruv de- 
pend on Cate and Difpaich. 6 w. 



J PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE { 
1/8/1767 j 



COLONIAL CRAFTSMEN OF PENNSYLVANIA 
TO be fold by publick vendue, on 

William Jlhn, Efq ; wharf, a large Quan- 
tity of good Mahogany plank. The fale to be- 
gin on Monday morning next at 10 o'Clock. 

1 PENNA. JOURNAL \ 



JEREMIAH G RES SON, 

JOYNER and C H A I R - M A K E R, 
XJ A S removed from his late Shop, at the Corner of Se- 
cond and Union Streets, to the Houfe in Cheftmit- 
Itreet, lately occupied by Caleb Evans, directly oppofite to 
the Shop of John Elliot, Looking Glafs-maker, and a lit- 
tle below Foul th-ftreet, where he continues to carry on 
the Bufinefs of a Joyner and Chair-maker, and all thofe 
who aire pleafed to favour him with their Cuttom, may be 
lupplied in the bell and neatelt Manner, by 

fl Jeremiah Cresson. 

: PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE J 

j T/9/ITfci : 




WHITE and LAWRENCE, 

Uphot*er«n ttom Londoi>, at the Crown and Cu/hiun, From- 
rtreet , ha»e temoved their ftop from the corner of Cheflnut- 
Arecr, in Front-ftirct, higher up in F/ontdreet, almoft «ppo- 
nte the London Cuffee-houfe, 

MAke. «.I fort, ot uuholfleiy work, fuch as bediled*, eor- 
a>fhe«, and furniture, feather bed*, ticking bottom), rru- 
CNiIc-y all lite* blanket', rugs, cibbin floor*, all foil) of piper 
hanging*. &c. &'. &«- Likewife diutn), colour*, eartouch oo*e». 



rnarqueet tor 



cfficen, beile* of arms, Horfcman't tents, trend* 



tent*, and all other foil* of up hoi fiery work, ia the fit weft faflnon, 
as in London, and at the lowed once*. 

J PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE \ 
\ \/ZZI\l5<c> 



BLANCH WHITE, 

UI'HOLSTERER from LONDON, 

HA S removed from next Door to the CorTec-houfe, to the 
Ciown ami Cufliion, iniChancery-Lan*, nearly oppofile the 
O/nce of John Rufi, Ei'cj; where he hopes the Continuance of hit 
furmer CuQumers (and thefr to whom he is under Obligations, or 
their Fteinds, on their Recommendation, that will employ him, 
ie wili difcount half his Labour, in Part of Pay of his old Ar- 
rears) and :s determined to take the grealeft Care, and, life tbc 
greater} Difpatch. «r 

N. B. Drums of all Sorts, made and mended at ufual ) alfo all 
Sorts of Field Equipage, Sailors Maltrafles, »fc ftc. as ufual. 

I PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE J 
J ZIXQIitb-b { 



COLONIAL CRAFTSMEN OF PENNSYLVANIA 

[repotted In tic Nancy, c«frt. MKcrtW, •nd orfwr wf- 
/c's from Briflol and London, and to far fold by 

BLANCH WHITE, 

At his Upholftry and Ironmongery w«e houfe, the 
Crown and Cufhcoo, neat door to the London Cof- 
fee Houfe, wholfaJe and retail, at the loweft price*. 
and as be it the real importer, he flatten bimfelf be 
can fell as low n any one, all fotuof Bpholfterera 
work done after the neweft radioes and at the low- 
cO prices as ufuai, viz. 

FOUR penny, 6d. fid. tod. fid. zod. and J^d. 
noi1t,a1l fomof tnckt, /prigs, id. and 4 d. cioot nails, 
whflt tln'd tack*, brafs chair nails, list faddiers racks, 
Urqoerdand gilt coffin handles and plates, ord ditto, 
broao axes, fhip ditto, houfe adzu, fh>]> ditto, half inch 
nugeit to a inchet, plain i/ons, foited Iron) a jack plain 
to a jointer, focket gouges, ditto farted, fockel ehifeis, 
ditto for ltd, common gimblets, box baft ditto, bright 
ditto, fpike gimbtets fottto, broad kitchen bellows 4 
for ts, iron doggs with brafs heads, vcrnifhed Jay ut lock;, 
»imb clofet ditto, fpring chert oofs ward ditto, crof* 
kej-'d locks for cheits, crofi ward cubbord ditto, Crofa 
key'd ditto, fwallow bow'd cubbord locks, ditto cheft, 
ditto large. S bitted Jockr, one wheel brafs deflt locks, 
round clock rill ditto, it Jreys, flaples far locks, ipung 
{tiding locks, S incb plate ditto, 10 inch ditto, (h«veie 
sod tofgs, pad locks of all fotta, brafs nob locks, 
copper buckles for th*army in f*ts, fe»eral patterns of 
the neweft fafhion. ftoe and knee, black buckles for 
moumiig, horn buttons for coat and -veft. black but- 
tons for fleeves, caies oitilru haadltd knives and forks, 
s few neat ivory haodl,ed,irnho«t : cafes, white handle 
hammers, carpenters ditto, ififh fitin, rttg Sonet, ice. 
c4, 26 iron plate b*fidf*ws of the beft »<ake, 24, 26 
White's ftcel pla/es* 3 ri verts, ditto, fafh pulliea and 
p'ms, iron bells, of all forts materials for bell hanging, 
fcale beams, fence pan gun locks, half bridle ditto, % 
/eet rules, i forts of iron candlcflicks, federal forts ol 
brats ditto, with and without ferews, (landing vises, 
bench ditto, dovetail H and ML hirges, table ditto, 
defk ditto btafi and iron, brafs H htnues, handfaw 
fiies, clock pins brafs neat patterns, ruff, baflaid and 
fenoth files from 6 inches to 13 inches, half lound 5 
fouair crofs cut files, carpenters rafpi, fnomakera ditto, 
wood ferews from half inch to x inches, iron fquatrs, 
brafs work for deflt! and chefb of drawers of all forts, 
and alargeaffortm*nt of deflt fuiti, brafs nobs, brew- 
ling*, turn buckles, curtain rings, fm all ditto lor cull 
op curtains, iron and fleel coinpafies all fixes; pii h 
webbing common fort, blue ditto, No 1 1 ditto, No 1 5 
brown ditto. No. 13 and 15 ftiip'd woollen webb, 
green ditto, plaid ditto, white ditto, tent hooks and 
eyes, iron bolts, thumb latchets, lifting han- 
dles, ftrong bed butt hir-ges, ponder flasks, non dud 
fhovtli, curtain rods, lignum vitse and brafs and lea- 
thnr'dcaftors, plaflerera trow-els, halberts, fpantoons, 
enfign Daves, brafs heads lor dogs, brafs fconces, neat 
ftcel mounted final! fwords, brafs mounted .ditto, y,ilt 
furgeons irifirumef.Js, fheep fhean, kniting needles, tay- 
Icri (hear:, a fmall parcel of cutlsry, mahogany and 
jappand tea boards and waiters, filk fword belts, bed 
fide and table carpets, Fianders-and othe* tickens, bar- 
ratctrs and ch:n «es, crimfon damask, 7 8 and yd. wd. 
JrJh linens, tandems, $-4, 7-8 and yd. wd. and yd. 
3 i cottonand linen checks, a neat parcel of furniture, 
check* wi:h bindings, tolTels, thread Hue, &c. fuita-* 
tie black calamancoes and rulTdi, .Venetians, giey 
coifetieem, a variety of Norwich crapes and bumba- 
ibes, sllopeens, a large quantity of blankets and fun- 
cry other goods too tedious to mention. 

N:B: Drums, colours and all forts of field equipage 
fcr the army as ufual, alfofca bedirtg. &c. a few pa- 
yct hargings, he has alfo. to i«U • neat ccuntrv feat, 
fituaie en Franckford road about a mil« and a h»if from 
town, alio an Organ which has five flops, big and load 
er-Ougb for a fmall conercpatiofl. 

J PENNA. JOURNAL j 

j 8/7/l7fo0 \ 

JOHN WEBSTER, 

UPHOLDER, lai« of LONDON, 

HAS removed from ChefnuMtreet to Second- 
(Ireet, oppofne the Golden Fleece, where all 
kinds of UpholHery work i» done in the molt elegant 
and beft m»nner at the lowed prices. 

I PENNA. CHRONICLE t 

\ Il/Z7/I7t>9 i 



COLONIAL CKAFTSMEN OF PENNSYLVANIA 



A Bout a fortnight (Trice early in the Morning, 

was found in Leritia Courr, a fowling Piece loaded, the Owner 
by applying to William Savery, Chairmaker in Second Street, defcribe 
«ng the. Marks, and paying the Charges, may have it again. 
| " PENNA. JOURNAL * 



L 



ll/l/\'T50 j 



"THE 1 3th of this month was found 

in feconcl-ftreet, near the market, a good beaver 
hatt, the owner by applying to William Savery may 
have it again. 

; PENNA. JOURNAL j 



MAdt »nd fold by J O S I A H SHERflLD.it the Sign 
of the Cold-headed Cane, in Second ftreet, a little below 
Deck Bridge, 

AL L Sorti of Rufli-bortom Chain, Wind for Chain, Conchc*, 
Canca, Sec made in the beft Manner, and neweft Fafhiona, 
which' he will fell low for Cain or fliort Credit. Any Peifoo* that 
will favour him with their Cuftom, by Ordert, or any other Way, 
may depend upon being well lerved, with the uunoft Care and 
Difpatch. The (aid Sturald will barter Chairs for Oooda at Calh 
Price. 

N. B. He givee Five Poundt a Cord for Hickory Wood, or any 
frruller Quantity in Proportion, the Grain of which muft be 
Half an Inch apatt, muft fplit ftrait and clean ; it generally grows 
about Hcdgca and Fencei, H muft be the Butt Cut, and at lealt 

four and an Half or five Feet long. He hat alto for Sale, a very 

good Clock, made in the ocweft and beft Manner, with the Time 
of High Water, and Age of the Moon, with a good Mahogany 
Cafe, which he wiU fell very low for Cam only. g 

I PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE | 
I 9/5/1765 



THOMAS AFFLECK, 

Cabinet-maker, 

TAKES this method to acquaint the public, 
and particularly thofe who have been plealed 
to favour him with their" cuftom, that he has re- 
moved from his late (hop in Union ftreet to Se- 
cond-ilreet, a little below the Bridge, and op po- 
lite Henry Lille's, where he carries on the cabinet- 
making bufinefs in all its various branches. He 
takes this opportunity of returning thanks to his 
curtomers for their pall favours, and allures them 
that they may depend he will continue to do every 
thirigin his power to give them intirc fatisf'aclion, 

I PENNA. CHRONICLE \ 

\ \Zf\Z/\l<*9 I 
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JOHN WEBSTER, 

liphclfterer, from London, 

Who is removed from Arch- 

ftieet, to the coraerfhop, facing the London Cof- 

fet-Houiir, in Froiit-ttreet, for th? better iuvin g 
and conveniencyofhis good cuftoiBtii, beg* leave 
to acquaint all lajies and gentlemen,- 'and Uiofc 
w. h« (lull pleafe to employ him in the uphsiitery fcm- 
fioefs, that tltey may depend o* h.iving their work 
executed in ihe belt and nsweft tafte, futh as, So- 
phias, couches, canopies and can»py. bids, French 
elbows, tfoola, chairs ; rooms hung with paper, 
chintz, damans, or lapeftry, &c. alio the beft and 
ntwelt invented Venetian fun-blinds for wiwdow» f 
on tha bed principles, ftatn'd to any colour, move* 
to any portion fa as togivedirferent lights, fcre«is 
ii em the fcorchJng rays of the fun, draws a cool 
air in hot, weather, draw* up as a curtain, and pre- 
vents being over-loaded, and is tiiegveatett pre- 
fcrver of furniwe of any thing of the kind ever 
invented. As the faid Webfttr liae hud Hit na- 
nour of working, with applaufe, for feveral of tu« 
nobility and gentry, bott. in England and Scot- 
land, hopes he wilt mtct with Jonie finatl depree 
of encouragement amongft the benevolenr of Phi- 
ladelphia, as they may -depend on being punctu- 
ally and molt reafonably fervexL 

$ PENNA. CHRONICLE \ 



11/23/1767 j 



Au£uO 29, 1768. 

THE PARTNERSHIP of HENRY CLIFTON 
311J JAMES GILL1NGHAM, (Joiners) be- 
ing diflolved, thofe who have accounts againft faid 
pannerfhip, or are indebted to it, aredefired to apply 
to the fubfenber for fettlement, as the books are in 
hi* hands. 

N. B. I have taken the (hop lately occupied by 
Samuel Matthews, in Second-Street, a little below 
Vr. Thomas Bond's ; where my friends and former 
cuftomers may depend on having any kind of Joiners 
■work, or Chairs, made in the belt and nested manner. 
JAMES GILL1NGHAM. 



PENNA. CHRONICLE 

9/5/1768 



TO BE SOLD, BY 

WILLIAM CRISP, 

At his houfe in Arch-ftreet, between Front and 
Second ftreets, Philadelphia, 

Choice MAHOGANY, 

Of all forts, from the thicknefs of 5 inches to an 
half inch : 

The faid CRISP follows the 

bufintfs of Carving in all its different branches, 
where Cabinet-makers, arid others, may have their 
bufinefs done with care and difpatch, and have four 
months credit allowed them. Alfo follows the bufi- 
nefs of Cabinet-making, where town and country 
may be Supplied, at the moft reafonable rate*. 

i PENNA. CHRONICLE \ 

\ <b/Z(o/\lb9 \ 



